Long-Sault et c'est M. Parkman qui ale mieux traduit cette belle page... en se l'attribuant. "• This statement which has been often repeated is not one which M. Faillon himself would have made, since he would have recognized that the similarities between his account and that of Parkman were due to the fact that they were both using in the main the same source, Dollier de Casson. Moreover, Parkman did not fail to acknowledge the labours of M. Faillon, to whose" extraordinary pains" in collecting "all the evidence touching this affair" he paid tribute in the note on his authorities at the end of the chapter. To Faillon's account M. Sulte added nothing of historical value except some details as to the precise locality of the struggle.
Worthy of note among the writers of the last century is the account by William Kingsford who gave a page and a half to the subject of Dollard in his history of Canada published in 1887. In that brief space he could naturally speak only in the most general terms, but he approached the matter in a spirit of sane historical criticism and was able to dismiss as unfounded much that had been written as to the value and object of the expedition? His account has, however, been ignored and has consequently had no apparent influence on later writers. The only substantial contribution to the story during recent years has been made by M. Massicotte who published in his Dollard des Ormeaux et ses compagnons various documents drawn mainly from the archives of _the Montreal court house, which enabled him not only to establish the leader's name as Dollard and not Daulac, but also to destroy the myth of the last will and testament referred to below. He does not, however, indicate fully the changes in the story as ordinarily told which were made necessary by the documents that he prints?
Most of these writers painting on a more spacious canvas than that of M. Fauteux, have added more details than appear in the quotation given above. We are told that there were forty Hurons who came from Quebec under the leadership of their chieftain Anahotaha; at Three Rivers they were joined by an Algonquin named Mitiwemeg with three of his fellow countrymen. According to one school of thought these Indians joined Dollard lB. Suite, Pages d'histoire du Canada (Montreal, 1891), 273.
•William Kingsford, History of Canada (Toronto, 1887-08), I, 261-2. 3Even M. Gustave Lanct6t, who in a review of Massicotte's work in the CANADIAN HISTOl•CAL REWEW for December, 1020 (I, 304-5), called attention to the fact that these documents proved that Dollard and his companions had no intention of sacrificing themselves in a fight to the death to save Montreal, felt constrained to add the saving clause that "this does not lessen their glory". at Montreal; 1 another school will have it that they reached Montreal after Dollard's departure and, hearing of his enterprise, followed him up the river and joined forces with him at the Long SaultY A third school prefers to ignore these forty-four Indians altogether? The courage of one of the seventeen Frenchmen failed at the last moment, and so the remainder set forth, sixteen strong; shortly after leaving Montreal they surprised a few Iroquois on the Ile Saint-Paul; the savages escaped, abandoning their canoes and their goods which Dollard captured. This action cost him the lives of three of his companions. He returned to Montreal with his booty, and was there joined by his recreant follower and two others, so, by some sort of mathematical miracle, restoring the sacred number of seventeen. 4 So unaccustomed were they to the management of canoes that they wasted a week trying to get through the rapids off the present St. Anne de Bellevue. These passed, they proceeded up the Ottawa, and were attacked by three hundred Iroquois whose coming they were awaiting in a dilapidated stockade probably constructed during the previous year by the Algonquins. 5 This happened on May 1 or May :2 and thenceforward the battle went on for five days; all the Hurons, except their chieftain, 6 deserted to the enemy, five hundred more Iroquois arrived from the Richelieu on the fifth day of the siege, 7 and for three more days the eight hundred Indians attacked the stockade, finally storming it and killing all the defenders save only one Frenchman who was found by the Iroquois wounded but still alive. So the Indians retired and Dollard and his companions achieved the object with which they had set out, the saving of New France from an Iroquois invasion. 8
•B. Sulte, M•langes historiques (Montreal, 1918 (Montreal, -1931 remain clear in people's minds after an accurate knowledge of the smaller facts has passed away, for these Dollier should be an admirable authority; all the more so, indeed, because a brief space had elapsed in which men's opinions could be clarified from a sentimental enthusiasm generated by the losses incurred. On topics such as these Dollier de Casson was well fitted to write, for he himself had been a soldier of some considerable experience, had taken part in expeditions against the iroquois, and was admittedly an excellent judge of men and of their motives.'
The small group of documents which forms the third of our sources can be considered as absolutely reliable: they were drawn up at the time and in the ordinary routine of administrative business with no eye to posterity, and, therefore, no reason for error other than lack of knowledge or official carelessness. •Of course, it may be said that these two cannot be used to confirm one another, as they are in the long run derived from the same authority--the Huron fugitives. That is perfectly true, but as there were no French survivors and no information from the side of the Iroquois, the most we can hope to do is to reconstruct the story as the l'Incarnation says they set out "pour surprendre quelques Iroquois" and again "pour aller faire quelque embuscade aux Iroquois. TM The Jesuit Relation says that the seventeen Frenchmen had formed a league for the same purpose as that which inspired the Indians, and a few lines above, the Indians are said to have set out to wage "la petite guerre". The Relation does describe Dollard and his companions as sacrificing themselves for the public good and the defence of religion, but it follows this immediately by saying that fortune seems to have denied them the glory of succeeding in so holy an enterprise, and a few lines later it states that French and Indians alike were merely attempting to ambush "les chasseurs iroquois"? Jean Valets, one of the members of the expedition, in his will is said to be "desirant aller en party avec Lesr. Dollard cour sur les petittes bandes hiroquoises"? Finally, unless Dollard expected to return from the expedition it is curious that he should have borrowed fortyeight livres from Jean Haubichon and promised on April 15 to repay it when he came back to Montreal. 4
Of Dollard himself we know practically nothing, not even the Whether the French were joined by the forty-four Indians in Montreal and then all of them paddled up the river together, or whether, as Dollier reports, the Indians arrived after Dollard's departure and, hearing of his expedition, followed him and joined him at the Long Sault, it is impossible to say with certainty; anyway the point is not of great importance.
Having During the next seven days the siege •vent on; normally the Iroquois did nothing more than keep the French on the alert, only one more real attack being launched against them. Th•s was beaten off with such serious loss to the Indians that they themselves admitted that, had the French had the knowledge or the courage to sally out and follow up their victory, the battle would have been over. It must be remembered that so far the odds against the defenders were not very serious, at first little more than three to one and probably by now not more than two to one. But all was not well within the fort: the supply of bullets was running low; the men had no water and at first had to venture down to the river to get it; later they scraped a shallow well in one corner of the stockade. Moreover the Hurons were becoming discontented with the situation and this discontent came to a head when, after seven days' siege, on May 8 or 0 five hundred fresh Iroquois appeared from the mouth of the Richelieu, whence they had been summoned by a message from their brethren. Anahotaha, therefore, determined to send two Hurons with presents as envoys to negotiate with the Iroquois. They were well received, because there was a considerable number of Hurons with the enemy forces. During the parley these approached the stockade and at their invitation twenty-four more of the Hurons deserted to the Iroquois. This so alarmed Dollard and his men that, disregarding the parley that was going on, they opened fire and killed a number of the more trusting or less cautious of their enemies. Naturally the Iroquois were enraged by what they regarded, not unjustly, as this breach of faith. As Anahotaha is reported to have said:" Ah, comrades, you have spoilt everything; you ought to have awaited the result of the council our enemies were holding."
It is uncertain how long these events took and, therefore, how much time elapsed between the arrival of the Iroquois reinforcements and the final attack: the Jesuit Relation says three days, while Marie de l'Incarnation implies that the attack took place almost at once. The best one can say is that it occurred sometime on May 0, 10, or 11. • Within the fort were left seventeen French- men, fourteen Hurons, and four Algonquins. The Iroquois, enraged by their losses, rushed the stockade; they tried to protect themselves by improvised shields of wood and many of them succeeded in getting so close to the foot of the defences that they were sheltered from fire while they chopped away the wooden stakes. The French tried to dislodge them by loading two pistol barrels to bursting point and throwing them down in the midst of the Indians; they even tried to attach a fuse to a small keg of powder and throw it over the stockade as a sort of bomb, but it was hurled maladroitly and fell inside the wall, and its explosion threw the garrison into confusion. The Iroquois saw their chance, swarmed over the palisade, and within a few moments the struggle was over. Several Frenchmen, who were mortally wounded, were killed by one of the survivors in order to save them from torture, and two others, at death's door, were despatched by the Iroquois; a third soon showed that he was too badly wounded to survive a journey to the Iroquois country and so he was burned on the spot, • while four other Frenchmen together with four Hurons were taken away prisoners to be tortured. All the four Algonquins were killed. A certain amount of torturing was done at once not only to the prisoners but also to those Hurons who had surrendered during the siege, but this was only in the nature of a foretaste of what was to come and the prisoners were soon divided among the various tribes who thereupon set off home, satisfied with the victory they had achieved.
Eight days after the final struggle one of the Hurons, named Louis Taondechoren--"a good Christian, but no soldier" as Dollier calls him escaped from his captivity and after a four days' journey reached Montreal. 2 This would bring him to that city probably not later than May 22 which would allow a reasonable time to elapse before the first inventory was made of the goods of any member of the party--that of May 25 for Jacques •' This statement is absurd, a coming as it does in the same letter as the elaborate description which Marie de l'Incarnation has given of the vigorous preparations for defence which Quebec was making. In fact she has even gone so far as to say that, so satisfied were the men at Quebec with the measures that they had taken, that, when an alarm turned out to be false, they were much disappointed that they were not to have an opportunity of repulsing the Iroquois decisively. 4
Much the same can be said of Montreal: it certainly was smaller and weaker than Quebec, but with a population of about two hundred fighting men it should have had no real difficulty in repelling two hundred Iroquois. In fact it is extremely doubtful if in either case the' iroquois would have made a real attack on Montreal or Quebec. Such a thing was entirely alien to their habits and they undoubtedly felt how great would be their disadvantage; whereas in their chosen. method of warfare, that of swooping down upon an occasional farmer or an isolated house, all the odds were on their side. Their plans, then, for the spring of 1660 may well have included doing as much damage as they could to single houses or incautious habitants and hunters and Hurons, but it is hardly probable that they intended a full-dress siege of either Quebec or Montreal.
Still it may be argued that the self-sacrifice of Dollard and his men, even if it were unpremeditated, did send the Iroquois home defeated and discouraged. And the Jesuit Relation in the same way speaks of the Hurons captured "en la deffaite du Printemps", in the defeat of last spring. 4 The Iroquois returned, therefore, to their own lands not disheartened, but feeling with some justice that they had achieved success. Owing to Dollard's headstrong folly, they had, at one blow, killed or captured sixty of their enemies of whom seventeen were French. This may sound a small number to-day, but it must be remembered that seventeen represented nearly one-tenth of the male population of Montreal. Nor can it be said that the losses the Iroquois suffered in defeating Dollard struck such terror into their hearts that they were more wary in their future attacks. On the contrary, either in revenge for those losses or emboldened by their victory over Dollard, they ravaged New France in the following year as it had never been ravaged before, killing or capturing the French and their Indian allies whenever they could catch them outside their stockades or their fortified houses. 5
When this is compared with the state of affairs before Dollard's ill-starred expedition, the situation is all the more striking, for in the two and a half years of war from October, 1657, to April, 1660, only one man from Montreal had been slain by the Iroquois. •See chapter I of the Jesuit Relation for 1660-1.
•Faillon, Histoire de la colonie fran•aise, II, 883.
We cannot but pay our tribute to Dollard and his men for the bravery they showed in their final struggle, though even here we must remember that the odds against them have been greatly exaggerated. But there praise should end. It is certain that they did not go out to sacrifice themselves or to bar a way to an Iroquois army and it is very doubtful if their exploit did not do a great deal more harm than it did good; the disaster that overtook them was very largely the result of Dollard's selfish haste and his ignorance of the essentials of Indian warfare; and, in consequence, unnecessary losses were incurred that must have weakened Montreal, while the victory of the Iroquois may even have encouraged their return in the following 'year bolder and more bloodthirsty than they had ever been before. As a saviour of his country, Adam Dollard, Sieur des Ormeaux, must be relegated to the museum of historical myths.
E. R. ADAIR WAS DOLLARD THE SAVIOUR OF NEW FRANCE?
N 1660 Dollard and sixteen Frenchmen decided to engage in a military expedition against the Five Nation Indians. Taking post at the Long Sault, they were attacked by several hundred Iroquois and, after a most courageous fight lasting several days were completely annihilated. Whereupon the Indians returned to their villages and did not attempt any raid against New France for the next eight months.
Supported by documents such is the authentic outline of the historical fact of the battle at Long Sault. Even the "sceptical" Kingsford admitted that much. • Naturally to this splendid epic, as with all epics, there have been attached embellishments and exaggerations, mostly due to honest but uncritical interpretation of none too clear sources. In 1861, Ferland was the first to tack to the story in a vague sort of way the episode of Dollard and his companions taking a solemn pledge to go out and sacrifice themselves by fighting the Iroquois army in order to save New France. According to Ferland, they "prepared themselves for death... and before the altar promised never to ask for quarter, and... they bade adieu, as if they were certain never to return. "• But it belonged
